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Letter of Congratulation 
from HE Lyonpo Jigmi Y. Thinley

Minister for Foreign Affairs

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Royal Government of Bhutan
Thimphu

9 September, 2002

Dear Friends,
It is indeed a pleasure for me to extend, on behalf of the

Royal Government and on my own behalf, our warmest
felicitations and Tashi Delek on the happy and auspicious
occasion of the Tenth Anniversary of the Bhutan Society
of the United Kingdom.

I would like to express my deep appreciation to the
Society for the vital role it has played in promoting a better
understanding of Bhutan in the UK during the past
decade. It has been a key link in promoting goodwill and
friendship between the peoples of the UK and Bhutan and
has served to strengthen ties between our two countries.
We in Bhutan greatly appreciate the valuable support and
cooperation extended by the esteemed members of the
Society to Bhutanese travellers and students in the UK,
making their stay in the country a memorable one. The
Royal Government has also greatly appreciated the
courtesy and attention extended to His Royal Highness
the Crown Prince during his stay in Oxford.

The Bhutan Society was one of the first Bhutan
Friendship Associations to be established in Europe. Since
then, it has inspired many friends of Bhutan in other
countries to emulate the valuable work it has been doing.
It is therefore most befitting that all the Bhutan Societies
in Europe are participating in the Tenth Anniversary
celebrations.
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His Excellency Lyonpo Jigmi Y. Thinley,
Minister for Foreign Affairs

I should like to take this opportunity to commend the
remarkable work being done by the Society for Bhutan. I
am confident that the Society, under the wise and able
leadership of Lord Wilson, will continue to contribute to
further strengthening relations between the peoples of our
two countries. I would also like to commend Mr. Michael
Rutland, Vice-Chairman and Honorary Secretary of the
Society, for his deep commitment and for the exemplary
manner in which he has conducted the activities of the
Society, thereby making it a highly effective one.

I would like to conclude by wishing the Bhutan Society
Happy Anniversary celebrations and every success in its
future endeavours.

Tashi Delek!



PhD awarded in Bhutanese Law

Congratulations to Bhutan Society Member Richard
Whitecross who has been awarded his PhD in

Bhutanese Law by the University of Edinburgh (School
of Social Science and Political Studies, Department of
Social Anthropology).

Richard’s thesis, entitled The Zhabdrung’s Legacy: state
transformation, law and social values in contemporary
Bhutan, will eventually be published in book form.

Richard is currently working on a paper on driglam
namzha (Code of Conduct) with funding from the
Carnegie Trust for the Universities of Scotland. He is
also preparing a translation of the Supreme Laws of
Bhutan.
See his article on page 4: Tha damtshi: the foundation of
Bhutanese moral values.

The 10th Annual Dinner of the Bhutan Society took
place on Friday 18th October in the Great Hall of the

Royal Hospital Chelsea, London. 
This celebration of the Society’s 10th Anniversary was

a splendid occasion, attended by over 200 Members and
their friends. Our President, Lord Wilson of Tillyorn,
presided, and the Society was honoured by the presence of
HRH The Crown Prince of Bhutan. We were also
delighted to welcome as our special guests Ambassador HE
Dasho Bap Kesang and his wife, and delegates from eight
fellow European Bhutan Friendship Societies.

The Bhutan Society would particularly like to thank
those members who generously sponsored a ticket for a
Bhutanese student to attend the Dinner. This enabled 11
Bhutanese students currently studying in the UK to attend
and was much appreciated.

A fine watercolour painting of Taktsang Lhakhang by
Michael Blooman A.R.C.A. was auctioned during the
evening, raising the excellent sum of £801. The money
will be donated to the Bhutan Health Trust Fund, together
with other sums raised by the Society (see The Sponsored
Walk for Health, page 4).

Many thanks to Michael Blooman for generously donating the
painting. Further watercolours of Bhutan by Michael are
available for sale at his studio in Wickham Bishops, Essex.
Tel.: (01621) 892166.
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